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Edward Lear, an

English artist, - %
musician , author .

and poet was - :
best known for

his limericks and

nonsense verse.

He came to India in the mid 1870s.
At Calcutta, it was Tollygunge
that really gratified his artistic
instincts. He wrote,

" Drove to Tollygunge. Beautiful
bits of village and verdure ; | do
not think | ever before saw so
much novel , interesting and
drawable stuff in so small a space
and so short a time.”

Satellite Map of South Kolkata
including Tollygunge area.




RUSSAPUGLA- THE PIR AND THE TREE

In the late 18th century, Tollygunge was known as
'Russapugla’. The name was derived from the "Russa" tree
under which it is said that a Sufi Pir - known as 'Pagla Pir
Baba', meditated over 370 years ago.

The 'Russa’' tree had unusual branches with five different
kinds of leaves. It was so called because a unique kind of
sap (rasa) oozed from its bark.
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Hazrat Magsood Ghazi Pagla Pir's Mazaar

The 'Russa’ tree



THE PRINCES OF MYSORE

During the late 18th century, Tipu Sultan, "The Tiger of Mysore" fought
the East India Company . He was killed in 1799 in the Fourth Battle of
Mysore.

Tipu's three begums, twelve sons and two princesses were banished
first to Vellore and then to Calcutta. In Calcutta, they lived in the marshy
suburbs of Russapugla.

Over time they were allowed to build mansions. Some of these houses
still stand —a cluster of residences where there were once mud huts!

Tipu Sultan - "The Tiger of Mysore"




THE SHAHI MOSQUE OF TIPU SULTAN

Prince Ghulam Mohammed Anwar Shah, the eleventh son of Tipu, is
credited with building two identical Mosques - the Shahi Mosques of
Tipu Sultan, in the late 19th century.

After the endowment of these Mosques - one on Anwar Shah road
and the other in Dharamtala, these Mosques were opened to the
community for prayers and sermons.

The Mosque on the Anwar Shah Road is quite remarkable with its ten
domes organized in two rows! It is quite surprising that the minarets
are Gothic in nature.

The compound of the Mosque is the resting place of several members
of Tipu's family, including Prince Ghulam Mohammed Shah.

Prince Ghulam Mohamméd Anw

Tipu Sultan Mosque at Anwar Ali Shah road



BORO RASHBARI

In a narrow lane off the main road is a beautiful temple \
dedicated to Radharani and Madan Mohan. The Mondol \\ .

family, who built the temple were invited to settle in
Calcutta and made their home on the banks of the Tolly's

Nullah.
The Boro Rashbari's construction began in 1750 and
ended in 1756. Over time, it fell into disrepair

We met Sri Pradeep Mondol, a senior member of the
family, who was overseeing renovation work. The temple
is in the process of being restored to its former beauty.

Pujo is offered everyday. The images of Radha and

Krishna are taken out once a year, on the festival of Dol.
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¥ oA A tunnel in the temple complex connects it
to river Ganga. At high tide, the river
water flows in through the tunnel, washing
the compound with the holy water of
Ganga!

A part of the complex consists of a group of

twelve temples. They are arranged on three

sides of a large square. Unfortunately these
temples are in a state of ruin!

We met a young boy,
Arunaksha Banerjee,
who lives in the locality.
He gave us a guided tour
of the temple complex,
regaling us with the
history and anecdotes of

the temple. According to
him, this is the only
: temple which has three
_,;,_.—-JJ'I' ;5“ | images of Radhal!

The temple Our little guide, Anuraksha Banerjee




CHOTO RASHBARI

The Radhanath Temple on Mondol Temple Lane is also known as the
Choto Rashbairi.
The Radhanath Temple which is the most spectacular of the Mondol
Temples, was built by Ramnath Mondol around 1796.
The temple follows the traditional naba-ratna style, consisting of
nine pinnacles.

The temple contains a huge flat-roofed nat mandir. The entire temple
complex is within a large courtyard, consisting of black and white
checkered pattern marbles.

The main festival celebrated here is Rash - hence the name Rashbari.
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The gateway to Choto Rashbari

Akshar students out to do research.



POET'S CORNER

Tollygunge is the home to the distinguished poet Kavishekhar
Kalidas Roy (1889 - 1975).

As a poet, Kalidas Roy was greatly influenced by the ideas of Tagore.
His poems feature ideas of romanticism, rural life and 'Vishava'
sentiments.

In 1920, the Bangiya Sahitya Parishad conferred the title
"Kavishekhar" (the Chief Poet) to him.

The poet's house in Tollygunge is known as 'Sandhyar Kulaya' which
means 'Evening Abode'.

Kavishekhar Kalidas Roy
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Bishnu Dey's works
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QUIZ TIME!
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During our exploration of Tollygunge we came §Fis=

across many houses with interesting facades. -

This house on the right has realistic images
of birds on the front wall.

o Can you identify the'Tuntuni Pankhi' or
the 'Tailor bird' on the wall?

Another interesting house is the
'Durga Bari', which has a beautiful
crest on its gate.

e Can you identify the two big
animals seen on the crest?

¢ Can you name the Prince who
constructed the 'Ghari Ghar'?

Teachers in-charge: Student Coordinator: Devanshi Khaitan (Class X) ,
Ms. Jayanti Neogi Navya Reshamwala S. S. Archita (Class X)
(Class Xll) Special thanks to :

Students involved: 1._Mr. Pradeep Mondol of the

Ms. Anasuya Sircar Mondol Family
Ananya Pan X .
anya Pandey (Class X) | ") "o o son

Ms. Nandita Gupta
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